Pretérito perfecto
(present perfect)

Pretérito indefinido
(preterite, simple past)

Pretérito imperfecto
(imperfect )

The present perfect tense is formed by using the present
tense of the auxiliary verb haber with the past participle.
Haber: he, has, ha, hemos, habéis, han

The past participle is formed by dropping the infinitive
ending (-ar, -er, -ir) and add -ado (-ar verbs) or -ido (-er, -ir
verbs).

-ar:  habl + ado = hablado
-er: com +ido = comido
-ir: viv +ido = vivido

Some irregular past patrticiples:

hacer (to do) - hecho (done)

ver (to see) - visto (seen)

decir (to say) - dicho (said)

escribir (to write) - escrito (written)
volver (to return) - vuelto (returned)
poner (to put) — puesto (put)

abrir (to open) - abierto (open/opened)

In the present perfect tense the past participle does not
change according to gender or number, and must never be
separated from the auxiliary verb eg:

He visto esa pelicula; La he visto; No la he visto.

I've seen that film; I've seen it; | haven't seen it.

The present perfect tense is used for past actions that
have a feeling of continuing into the present, or continuing
to affect the present, or without mention of when:

Esta tarde he cenado con Ana.

This evening | dined with Ana.

Ellos han llegado hoy.

They arrived today / They have arrived today.

The present perfect tense is often used with the adverb
"ya" or "todavia no":

Ya he limpiado la casa.

| have already cleaned the house.

Todavia no hemos comido.

We haven't eaten yet.

Time markers used with the perfecto:

hoy una vez ya

esta noche a veces todavia no

esta semana  varias veces nunca

este mes muchas veces hace poco

este afio alguna vez Gltimamente
recientemente

¢Has estado en Espafia alguna vez?
Have you ever been to Spain?
Todavia no he ido a Espafia.

| haven't been to Spain yet.

-ar -er -ir
hablar comer vivir
hablé comi vivi
hablaste comiste viviste
hablé comié vivio
hablamos comimos vivimos
hablasteis comisteis vivisteis
hablaron comieron vivieron

Many commonly-used verbs have irregular forms in
the indefinido — consult your verb tables.

The indefinido is used for past actions that are seen as
completed at a definite time in the past:

El afio pasado vivimos en Chile.

Last year we lived in Chile.

The indefinido is used for actions in the past that have no
relation with the present, such as single events that contain
a date:

Julia fue a México en agosto.

Julia went to Mexico in August.

Nacié en Barcelona en 1973.

She was born in Barcelona in 1973.

The indefinido is used for a series of actions in the past:
Ella se levantd, se vistid, desayund y fue al trabajo.
She got up, got dressed, had breakfast and went to work.

The indefinido is used for actions that occurred during a
specific period of time.

Ayer lei una novela entera.

Yesterday | read a whole novel.

Vivimos alli cuatro afios.

We lived there for four years.

The indefinido is used to state the beginning or the end of
an action.

Empecé a estudiar en la Universidad 2 afios después.
| started studying at University 2 years afterwards.

Time markers used with the indefinido:

ayer la semana pasada hace 3 dias
anteayer el mes pasado hace 5 meses
anoche el afio pasado en invierno

el otro dia el otofio pasado en 2004

entonces la primera vez el 4 de junio

el lunes durante dos siglos

-ar -er -ir

hablar comer vivir
hablaba comia vivia
hablabas comias vivias
hablaba comia vivia

hablabamos comiamos viviamos

hablabais comiais viviais
hablaban comian vivian

There are only 3 irregular imperfect verb forms:
ser (era, eras, era...) ir (iba, ibas, iba...) ver (veia, veias...)

The imperfect is used for actions in the past that are not
seen as completed. It's use implies that the past action did
not have a definite beginning or a definite end.

Cuando vivia alli, no conocia a Maria.

When | lived there, | didn"t know her.

The imperfect is used for habitual actions (used to...):
ibamos juntos al cine todos los sabados.

We used to go to the cinema together every Saturday.
Hacia la compra por las mafianas.

| used to do the shopping in the mornings.

The imperfect is used to describe things, people, animals,
situations in the past:

Nuestra casa era muy vieja 'y pequefia.

Our house was very old and small.

Hacia mucho calor y tenia mucha sed.

It was really hot and | was very thirsty.

The imperfect is used for telling time and stating one's age.
Eran las once de la mafiana.

It was eleven o'clock in the morning.

Cuando tenia quince afios jugaba al baloncesto.

When | was 15 years old | played basketball.

The imperfect combines with the indefinido to tell a story:
Era de noche, la calle estaba vacia, estaba andando
sola, cuando me llamé alguien desde la otra acera.

It was nighttime, the street was empty, | was walking alone,
when somebody called me from the other side of the road.

Time markers used with the imperfecto:

antes cada dia/semana generalmente
a veces cada mes/afio normalmente
a menudo cada verano mucho
muchas veces todos los dias nunca

de vez en cuando todas las semanas  siempre
frecuentemente en aquellos dias de joven
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